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KING MILAN'S ABDICATION.

King Milan of Servia has sugldenly added ol
himself to the long list of monarchs retired
from business, and Tias handed over the crown
to his only son, Alexander, a boy of twelve,
who will be assisted by threo Regents. The
event was entirely unexpected, even in Servia
—tosay nothing of Europe gencrally—although
it is not long since Milan uttered a threav of

than that it proves that nm
nated by the same human instincts, '-f‘é.?mﬁ“
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Y Y Wem g\nlt of
bath-breaking in even more ! s“"

difficulty. Tho King of this
State, which has boen semi-independent for
nearly a century, and attained the dignity of
a full-grown \Iomuchy seven years ago, hasnot
found his lot an easy one. He lost much popu-
larity when Servia was defeated by Prince Alex-
ander of Bulgaria; and latterly his troubles
with an_intriguing and strong-minded wife
have led him to seek a divorce, which the
Church probably granted under strong pres-
sure. Morcover, the bitterness of faction has
reached deplonhlu oxtremes, and the geo-
graphical position of Servia is such that her
while too weak to stand alone, could
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| factious spirit which prevails in the  Balkan

boura without alienating the other.
King Milan xcco"micd that his old enemy,
Alexander, is moro happy, now that he is fres
from cares of State und has taken to himself
a peasant bride, than he xas when his
salace was full of conspirators, ready to
kidnap if not to murder him. It is an
old story—* Uncasy lies the head that wears
a crown,” although men aro always to be

| found ready to “wado through slaughter to a

throne.” The abdication has excited some di

h:\pmnntment and uneasiness in Vienna, for it

| must be regarded as an advantage gained by
| Russia, This Power, when it ceases to threaten,
Il the more active in its intrigues, and the

States facilitates 1ts designs. 1t was the hope
of alarge number of rn"]‘ hmen that the

Balkan States would drdw closer together for
mutu 1 <up'mrt, and in time unito in a strong
via and Bulgaria are in-
wmdy; vlous of eachother, because each wants
to obtain the lion's share of the sick mun's in-
heritance when the opportunity arises. Already
Russia, in the evens of a war, can count on the
neers of Montenegro; it would be a
still greater advantago to her to have Servia as
an ally ready to fasten on Austria’s Balk
possessions. 1t is said that until the boy-King
attains his majority Milan will remain Com-
mander-in-chicf of the Servian army ; but he
has won no great name as a soldier, he isabout
" | departing on a lengthy tour, and itis said that
Quecn Nathalio, who is devoted to Russia, will
shortly return to her old home. The Vienna
vapers declare that the Regents will rcnmin
faithful to #fie policy of King Mi
but it is obvious that they will lu\e
greater difliculties in maintaming an inde-
pemlmt attitude than a crowned king; for
monarchs naturally shrink from countenancing
revolutionary agitations against one another.
while there is nothing sacred about regents.
Time alone will show the ultimate results of
this abdication upon the future of Europo. 1t
is by no means certain that tho event brings
us nearcr to another great war.  Possibly
Russia, finding that her influence may bo as
surely extended by diplomacy and intrigue,
will be less disposed to assume a threatening
attitude; and Austria, however annoyed sho
may be at the turn of events, is not likely to
assume the offensive—or, if she were ready to
do so, she would soon feel the restraining hand
of her powerful ally at Berlin.

GOING FROM BAD TO WORSE.

1t would scem that the Metropolitan Board
of Works is determined to deserve the execra-
tion of Lonion ratepayers. Threo times at
the last mecting of the County Council was it
checked—as regards the Coal Dues, the build-
ing lino of the 7\Lxr§ lebono-road, and the re-
vision of salarics. Yet this moribund body,
which has only three weoks longer to live,
spends its last hours in accepting the resigma-
tion of many of its oflicers, and appoinsing
them liberal pensions. The sudden failure of
tho health of many of the principal officers of
the Board amounts almost to an epidemic.
Last Friday ono was pensioned, and five
others also™ applied for retiring allowances.
Lord Mugheramorne asserted that some of
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thes were in a particularly sad
- | condition ; and ultimately their letters were
referred to the General Purposes Committee
to be reported upon. This probably means
that their prayer will be granted. It may
very well be that men who have grown old in
the servico of the Board, and become used to
its rather “slip-slop” fashion of doing busi-
ness, rogard with dread the advent of a now
power, full of lifs and vigour; but that is no
reason for foisting them on the ratepayers as
pensioners for life. As Captain Winborn wall
said, ** No pexmon is given to workmen earning
from 23s. to 30s. a \vcck, and it is unjust to
grant allowances in tho case of men who
have been the recipients of large salaries. One
member contended that the Board had nodis-
2 [ cretion in tho mattef : that they were morally
' |bound. It is strango that those who serve
public bodies should consider thay have a claim
for maintenance after they have ceased to
work; but so it is. The "whole principle is
bad, and gentlemen who vote away ratepayers'
and t.mp vers' mouney with a light heart,
would prolnoly be the first to ob_‘m,b to
such a course in their own private under-
takings. The system ought to be abolished
in overy branch of the public service, unless
in very special cases.  The County Coun-
cil have un opportunity of creating a new
departure. Their very existenco isa protest
against tho old order of things, and they may
now make it clearly understood that, when
adequately large salaries are paid, all claim to
pcmxons .md retiring 0110“”\“08‘! must  be
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hved there snll remain several “ personal
attendants of the Jate Queen Charlotte,” wife
of George IIL, who have becn on the Civil
List ever since 'her death in 1818—and it is
probable that far into the next century the
ratopayers will be burdened by somo of those
“whose sad state of health” requires their
immediate releaso from public service,

SUNDAY AND THE RICH.
The London Diocesan Conferonce has just
been discussing and denouncing the Sunday
of the rich, It is somowhat a

ADA.
Cuuﬂln OF IO
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pressnt centurz,

relief to find attention diverted from the faults
and follios of the poor, if for no other reason

S

than now prevail. Think of ths dreary Sun‘g:
familiar to the childhood of people now of lmdd‘i‘
age: No books, at least of a socular nat\u-.
no relaxation, no enjoyment, except t},
incrensed amount” of food consumed, Inﬂ‘b
bably there was never greater religious actis 2
than at the present time, but it does not, m’
quite om the same old lines. It behoves ;hn
clergy to bring themselves into harmony m!
modern thought rather than to cry nltor th:a
who have wandered from thoir flock in search
of more congenial sustenance. One speake
su""esbod thut a letter should be dra

by the Conference; and that this letter, beannp
the signatures of the various mcumbonu.
“should be sent once a month to those mer.
bers of the upper classes who were known 1o
mark the Day of Rest by dovoting it almost
entirely to socular ploasure.” Is it possible to
imagine a more futile and ineffective devico ?
The Bvshop of London is about to address 3
pnsboml to the diocese on the subject; but it
is not likely to produce any great effacs,
Could it be suggested to these ruvorend '\nj

be dono to rendor the utmoapl\ero of Suns
more bright and cheerful ? The success :menn
ing Sunday operations at the People’s Palacy
affords abundant proof that at the East-end
the opportunity of social improvement i

hly appreciated. Thousands would gladly
visit our picture galleries and museums, i ? they
were open, and from among thein would pro.
bably be created new congregations for o
half-deserted churches. The neglect of Sunday
obsorvances by the rich may be only & passing
crazo; but it is not likely to be checked uatil
the ulergv rendor their services movo attractivy,
not morely to the senses, but to the mmlllbtmo
of their auditors,

SUNDAY CLOSING WORSE THAN A
FAILURE.
A hoavy blow h'ls fallen upon the :zood but
who look to I
for the cure of every moral and social evil. No
better ficld for the trial of a Sunday Closing
Act could have been suggested than Wales,
with its earnest, industrious, and thriving
ut experionce show.
to be « failure there, as it has been overf\'wheru
else. A largo number of bogus clubs and
shebeens have been established, with tho neces
sary result of a positive increase in Sund:
drunkenness. The facts are admitted in the
following lotter, addressed ‘bv Lord Aberdas
to tho Western Mail, of Cardhff
“I am bound to admit that you have made o1t
your case, both as to the increuse of Sundry drinc-
ing over larce, populous, and fairly representative
districts, and have demonstrated the moral mischist
cesulting from the imposition of restrictions whica,

if not absolutoly incapablo of wocers
tainly not_been cnforced, but have lfcnuu;l’liﬂ
definnce of the law and surroptitious foings waich

could not fail to lower the morality of the populse
tion. 'Tho effect, in fine, on my mind is such, thit
were a bill introduced into Parlinment for the repe.l.l
of the Welsh Sunday Closing Act. I could not, unless
evidence was produced of better cffects vm.luced ty
a better administration of the law, vote sguinst it, [

should be obliged, sorrowfully, toadmit thet the Act,
called for with such apparent unanimity, and in-
spiring so_much honest hope of improvement, hed
failed in its object, and had done, and was doing,
more hurm than good.”

It is an old truth, often repoated in thewe
columns, that people cannot be made sober by
Act of Parliament. Education, the provision
of brighter homes, and the extension of plucts
of harinless. recreation will do far more to pro-
mototemperance than any effortsat compulsion.

LOSSES

AT SEA.

While the House of Commons is attendirg
to the requirements of tho Navy, we wish it
woald also listen to the voico of Mr. Samual
Plimsoll, raised on behalf of the mercantile

marine.. In a current review he shows thit

l_’,OO() 000 are ynnrly wasted at soa, entirey
owing to the operation of the existing mode of
marino insurance., This enormous loss of pro-

perty is unnecossary, and it falls solely upcn
the consumers of produce—that is, the nation
at large. Mr, l’hmsollu chief reform—thet
undur\vntmg by individuals ought to le
abolished—is well worthy of consideration,
alike on the grounds of humanity and eco-
nomy, for a loss of twelve millions of property
at“sea is always accompanied by a lamentable
destruction of human lifo.

Tue QuEeN's GiFr 1o T Rovar Corrzen or
Music.—The Queen has just presented to the Roys!
College ot Music the magnificent library of musio
by the old masters formerly belonging to the Society
of Ancient Concerts.

MexTiNG OF TuE Lingrar UNionisT LEApERs—
A meeting of the leading mefnbers of the Liberal
Unionist_pacty was held yestorday st the_offices of

tho Union, Great George-street, estminster.
There wero present Lord tmgzon. Mr. Chmber-
lain, n Lubbock, Mr./Caine, Lord Hobhcuso,
Mr. Craig Sellar, Mr. Blud,ﬂph. and Lord Stalbridge-

Tug Boarb oF Works/—At tho meoting of the
Metropolitan Board of Works on Friday a discussicn
took place upon the principle of granting pensions ©©
the officers of the Board. Objection was taken to
the wholesale resignations at the eleventh ho\lf"‘l
the Bonrd'l existence, but it was pointed out that the
Board had no discretion, and could not morally &f
logally refuse the applications under the mrcumlmwt;-
The recommendation of the committco was A« °P:° E

Exouxous Ris 1N 111 Price or Saut.—The 52
union have issued their price list for March. Since
the Union recently took over the various ChuhI!]:
saltfields they have raised the price of cammunll
from 7s. 6d. to 13s. 6d. ; butter salt from 78. 64. 0 2
15s. 6d. ; Calcutta salf from 6s. 6d. to 165 sd o
handed squares, for domestic use, from 13 6d.
35s. per ton. 1

Covision Orr Dover.—A collision occurru'ﬂn
Dover about two o’clock yesterday morning bu;u
tho London tug Condor and the London, Ch “n:::'
and Dover Railway company’s cargo boat t!
‘I'he cargo boat aummd amage to hax 1
and the tug to her bow:

Deat OF A chn-AnmmL.—Tho death was :.l
nounced yesk'rdl{l in nis 80th year, of Vlco-ldmli“
J. C. Sondy, which took [élwe (‘13 ‘Thursdsy, 8t
residence, Warrington-gardens, W.

Mr. WV, E. GLADSTONF, who had been indisposcd
mlh a cold, was yesterday much better. e

=. W. H. GLADsTONE, eldest son of ¢! 'PN‘,’:I‘. g
who was suddenly stricken with paralysis Jst Ff‘w:{;
at the time grave fears bslnF entertainéd, "“W
siderably better this woek, The right arm i

ever, otill powerloss-




